All great achievers have dreams.
Inspired they will go through many obstacles
and adversities to reach their goals.
Although they may meet with setbacks,
disappointments or failures, they may detour
and adjust but they never give up.
They finally succeeded because they
dared to dream, dared to try, dared to fail and
overcame their challenges, despite their age.
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Age Is Not An
Obstacle

————— ✡ —————

“What would scare me would be to wake up at 65
and realize that I should have taken some chances
in life.”
- George Clooney, actor
————— ✡ —————

“Age doesn’t mean a thing to me.
I was once married to a man my
own age and it didn’t work out.
Billy and I have gone through the
same things in our lives.”
- Angelina Jolie, then age 25 married to
Billy Bob Thornton, age 44
————— ✡ —————
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At an age when most men are into retirement, talk
superstar Regis Philbin is just Hitting his prime –
prime time, that is – as the host of ABC’s new bigmoney game show “Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire?”
————— ✡ —————

“I’m sure there will come a time when I need to
slow down – but this ain’t it, baby!” All my life,
I’ve wanted to have a prime-time show. It came
my way a little bit late. But it did come my way –
and I intend to make the best of it,” said Regis who
turned 66 in 1999.
————— ✡ —————

“As you get older, don’t slow down;
speed up. There’s less time left.”
- Malcolm Forbes
————— ✡ —————

“You may occasionally give out – but never give
up.”
- Mary Crowley
————— ✡ —————
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They said it would never last ...
Gene was 62 and Rose
Sawyers just 19 when they were
married. He’d had three
marriages, 11 kids, and both
families thought they were
crazy! But 12 years later in 1999 the couple were
still married and had four new children by Rose.
After a series of personal tragedies, another
relationship was the last thing on Gene’s mind. His
first wife had left him after 10 years of marriage,
his second wife died from malaria and his third from
brain cancer.
“I vowed never to marry again – my
relationships always seemed to end in heartache.”,
he recalls.
He could not stop thinking about Rose, and
one day when she was babysitting his
grandchildren, he realized he had fallen head over
heels in love. At the same time, Rose was starting
to feel the same way too.
Finally, Gene summoned up his courage and
proposed.
—————–––—————
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Bionic Woman star, Lindsay
Wagner says life at 50 is nifty! She feels
that many of her best years are still ahead
of her.
Nowadays, Lindsay supports
herself and her two sons with her bestseller cookbook, The High Road to
Health and by doing TV commercials for
Ford cars.
“Her life is an incredible story of triumph
over tragedy. She endured a date rape at 14, bleeding
ulcers that nearly killed her at 20, a career that’s
been up and down since Bionic Woman went off
the air in 1978, as well as four failed marriages.”
—————–––—————

“One of the reasons mature people stop learning is
that they become less and less willing to risk
failure.”
- John Gardner
————— ✡ —————

“In all our deeds, the proper value and respect for
time determines success or failure.”
- Malcolm X
—————–––—————
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Age Is A Quality Of Mind
If you have left your dreams behind,
If hope is lost. If you no longer look ahead,
If your ambitious fires are dead Then you are old.
But if from life you take the best
And if in life you keep the jest,
If love you hold –
No matter how the years go by,
No matter how the birthdays fly,
You are not old!
- Extracted from ‘DARE TO FAIL’ by Billi Lim
—————–––—————

“You are as young as your
faith, as old as your doubt;
as young as your selfconfidence, as old as your
fear,
as young as your hope, as old
as your despair.”
- General Douglas MacArthur
—————–––—————
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“Depending on how a man lives, he may die old at
forty or young at eighty.”
————— ✡ —————

Ex-President of the Philippines, Fidel Ramos was
still vigorous restless and fit as ever at the then age
of 73. He believes then that he can still stand as
President.
————— ✡ —————

Ramos derives inspiration from the fact that Konrad
Adenaeur was West Germany’s chancellor at age
80, and Charles de Gaulle rode back to power from
his retirement in his 70s.
————— ✡ —————

“Man’s mind, once stretched by a new idea, never
regains its original dimensions.”
- Oliver Wendell Holmes, Supreme Court Justice
————— ✡ —————
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“Life is not a-having and a-getting, but a-being and
a-becoming.”
—————–––—————

It’s never too late ...
When Woodrow Wilson was president, he
was in school. Born on February 18, 1906 in St.
Loius, Isador Weiss had to help his family survive
by selling newspaper at the age of 10. Three weeks
short of graduating, he was forced to leave school
to take a full-time job in the dry goods industry. He
made US$20 a month and worked from then on.
“But I always regretted not finishing high
school and I kept putting it off for one reason or
another – work, World war II, then my children and
providing for my family.” he said.
Finally in 1999, the feisty 93-year-old
realized his dream and became the world’s oldest
high school graduate. Isador also scored 254 out of
a possible 299 points on his final examination.
Mark Young, a publisher of “Guinness World
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Records 2000” said it looks like Weiss will be
crowned the new record holder. “It’s heck of an
accomplishment. We need to prove his age. But if
he meets that test, he will definitely be listed as the
oldest in the next book,” added Young.
“I was thrilled and I hope what I’ve done
inspires others.” said Isador Weiss.
The moral of the story is that: You are
NEVER TOO OLD to overcome your failures if
you have the right attitude. As the saying goes,
“Men are like wines. The older they are the better.”
“Evel Kneivel, daredevil stuntman at age 61
married 30-year-old Krystal Kennedy in 1999.”
—————–––—————

“No wise man ever wished to be younger.”
- Jonathan Swift
————— ✡ —————

“Actually I’m not old, it’s just that
I was born earlier than other
people.”
-Tun Abdul Ghaffar Baba,
Former Deputy PM of Malaysia
————— ✡ —————
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Ray Kroc, the founder of
McDonald Hamburger franchise
was a paper cup salesman before
he started the McDonald
franchise at age 52!
————— ✡ —————

“Life is a play, ’tis not the length, but its
performance that Counts.”
- Seneca
————— ✡ —————

In 1978, Titanic star, actress
Gloria Stuart then in her
70s rekindled her romance
with Ward Ritchie and they
were inseparable until his
death at age 91 several years ago.
————— ✡ —————

“Love can come to you at any age,” said the 90year-old star in 1999.
————— ✡ —————
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“After 55 years of labour and had
nothing to show, at age 66,
Harland Sanders took his secret
chicken recipe and started
KENTUCKY
FRIED
CHICKEN.”
————— ✡ —————

“Michelangelo painted his famous masterpiece on
the ceiling of the Sistine Chapel between the ages
71 to 89!”
————— ✡ —————

“I haven’t danced my last tap dance yet, and I don’t
plan to meet Judy Garland at the Pearly Gates for
quite a spell. Heaven can wait ... a long time,” says
Mickey Rooney, the 79-year-old Hollywood legend
during his sell-out tour of Australia in 1999.
————— ✡ —————

“The oldest person to receive a knighthood was Sir
Robert Mayer (1879-1985) who was made a KCVO
by Queen Elizabeth on June 5, 1979, his 100th
birthday.”
—————–––—————
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At the age when many actresses are forced to retire,
Meryl Streep landed a plum role that may just win
her another Oscar...
“Meryl, 50, who has won Oscars for Sophie’s
Choice and Kramer Vs Kramer and has had nine
nominations since 1979 was signed up as the lead
actress for ‘Music Of The Heart’ (directed by Wes
Craven) after Madonna quit at the last minute.”
- NOW magazine, 1999
—————–––—————

Mena Suvari, age 21 who played the role of a
seductress who fuelled Kevin Spacey’s illicit
fantasies in American Beauty married her beau
Robert Brinkman, a German film cameraman who
is 17 years her senior.
“Age doesn’t enter the equation”
- Mena Suvari, actress
—————–––—————

“Physical beauty is like a bottle of coke, it turns
stale with time. The mind is like a bottle of wine,
the longer it is kept the better it becomes.”
————— ✡ —————
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President Going Back to School
Namibian President Sam Nujoma has
decided to become a student when he steps down
after three terms at the helm of his country.
BBC News reported that the 75 year old will
study geology within the science faculty at the
University Of Namibia.
Vice-Chancellor Lazarus Hangula said Mr.
Nujoma’s decision was a “cause of jubilation” for
staff and students alike.
In an apparent reference to the President’s
robust character and no-nonsense style, Mr.
Hangula said : “ His presence on the campus is
certainly a challenge to all of us in many ways.”
It is unclear whether the rules were bent to
give Mr. Nujoma a place on the geology
course, as his formal qualifications are
reported to be not of the caliber that would
secure a university berth under normal
circumstances.
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92-year-old Mary Maugham and her 84-year-old
companion, Charlotte Watson lead a life packed
with adventure. Their latest stunt in England –
abseiling down a 44m cliff in the Lake District, has
eventually earned Mary a place in the Guinness
Book of Records.
With centenary at her sight, Mary has this to say,
“I’ll do anything for a dare if I can raise some money
for the cause of charity.”
—————–––—————

“Youth and age are not dates in time,
but states of mind. Our duty is not
to add years to our lives, but to add
life to our years...”
- Myron J. Taylor
————— ✡ —————

“Oh, the worst of all tragedies is not to die young,
but to live until I’m seventy-five and yet not ever
truly to have lived.”
- Martin Luther King Jr.
—————–––—————
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LAUGH LINES kill modelling
careers, so 54-year-old Karen Graham
thought her time before the camera had
long shuttered to a close.
But then, cosmetic Giant Estee Lauder
launched her as its “face of the future!”
in conjunction with their launch of a new
anti-wrinkle cream in 1999. She was
soon persuaded to front the most
expensive advertising campaign in history to feature
a “mature” model.
“I said to them when they called: Do you
know how old I am? And they said, ‘ Karen, that’s
the whole point!” Karen says with a laugh.
————— ✡ —————

“There is but one failure, and that is not to be true
to the best that is in us.”
—————–––—————

“As you grow older, you’ll find the
only things you regret are the things
you didn’t do.”
- Zachary Scott
—————–––—————
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“Don’t count me out yet! I plan to do my
telethon well into the next century!” says funnyman
Jerry Lewis at age 73 in 1999.
Lewis has gone through many crises in his
life – suffering from meningitis, an open-heart
surgery and removal of his cancerous prostate, both
in 1992. But he has never missed a single one in 33
years of starring in the Muscular Dystrophy
Telethon annual event that he helped founded.
“Jerry is a feisty fighter, ...” says Joe Stabile,
his spokesman and friend of 48 years.
————— ✡ —————

“We are born with great reservoirs of abilities and
geniuses which we fail to utilise fully. Instead we
are often wrapped up in the silly game of trying to
match or resemble other people.”
—————–––—————
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They are Grannies with
attitude,
bump-and-run
basketball players whose
average age is 76 – and they
blow their opponents clear off
the court!
The Sooner Girls, the team’s name since
1999, are a feisty, in-your-face women’s basketball
team that grabbed national silver in the 1993 and
1995 U. S. Senior Olympics, then struck gold in
1997, all of it in the over-65s age group play.
The team is led by an 80-year-old player/
coach, Nadine Wilson. Their hotshot shooter is a
79-year-old great-grandmother, Dot Salter. Both
these girls have one thing in common – they play
to win and they mean it! Nadine once said, “I never
even think about losing. This country was built by
winners.” Dot’s secret is “a never-say-die attitude.”
Jo Campbell, the key shooter of the team
and the youngest player at 70-years-old took part
in a major tournament in 1999 despite undergoing
strength-sapping treatments for colon cancer. Jo’s
motto: “You have to keep going.”
The secret behind the team’s enormous
success is:
“We picked the ones with attitude – the ones
who don’t know how old they are!” said Nadine.
—————–––—————
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“His hair is grey, his face is baggy,
but his world keeps on swinging ...
David Bailey, 61-years-old famous
photographer and seducer of
beautiful women, says directing his
first film, The Intruder is proof he’s
constantly moving on.”
- NOW magazine, 1999
————— ✡ —————

David Bailey has always been up for new
challenges. He started with fashion photography 40
years ago and branched out into reportage with
portraits of such ’60s icons as Peter Sellers, Mick
Jagger, The Beatles and the Krays. He is also into
commercials and documentaries.
————— ✡ —————

“Tan Sri Borge Bek-Nielsen, 75-years-old senior
executive director of United Plantations Berhad for
the last 19 years, continues to work 12 to 13 hours
daily, seven days a week!”
- The Star, 2001
—————–––—————
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Once a woman came up to
Picasso (the world’s famous painter)
in a restaurant and asked him to
scribble something on her napkin.
She said she would be happy to pay
him whatever he felt it was worth.
Picasso did what she asked
and then said, “That will be $10,000.” The woman
then exclaimed, “But you did that in only 30
seconds.” “No,” Picasso replied, “it has taken me
40 years to do that.”
—————–––—————

Actor Dick Van Dyke, who acted in the hit
TV sitcom, The Dick Van Dyke Show was battling
severe arthritis and back pain almost every day in
1999.
“There have been times when I’ve been
tempted to quit acting in my hit CBS series
Diagnosis Murder because of my pain. But I have
decided and determined to keep on working – as
long as I can. I like to think I’m a role model for
older folks. What I don’t do is sit still. The more I
move around the better off I am.” Says Dick who is
now 77-years-old.
—————–––—————
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“Nelson Mandela was imprisoned
on Robben Island for twenty-seven
years as punishment for his efforts
opposing apartheid. He became
South
Africa’s
first
democratically elected president
in his 70s in 1994 after sharing the Nobel Prize
with his predecessor, F. W. DeClerk in 1993.”
—————–––—————

Born in Hampstead, London in 1922,
Professor Ungku Abdul Aziz Ungku Abdul Hamid
grew up in relative hardship after his father died
when he was in his early teens. He was willing to
soil his hands from carrying rocks to driving a lorry
to earn a living.
His willingness and ability to embark on new
things and ideas carried him through one event in
life after another. Many of his associates, friends
and former students say he is not only “a man of
his time “but also “a man ahead of his time.”
Professor Ungku Aziz is best remembered
as Malaysia’s first and only Royal Professor and is
a pioneer in studying the economics of poverty. The
former Universiti Malaya vice-chancellor turns 80
in 2002 with a mind as keen and a wit just as sharp
as ever.
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“The lights do not go dim at 80 and no one
seems better proof of that than Royal Professor
Ungku Abdul Aziz Ungku Abdul Hamid.”
- The Star, 2002
—————–––—————

“I postpone death by living, by suffering, by erring,
by risking, by giving, by loving.”
- Anais Nin, French/American writer & lecturer
—————–––—————

DEATH-DEFYING daredevil “Dizzy” Seales
refuses to act his age. In 1999 at the age of 85, he
was the oldest wing-walker in the world – and he
shows no signs of slowing down.
Daring Dizzy’s feat was flying strapped to
the wing of a Boeing Stearman biplane soaring
through the wild blue yonder at a speed of 100 mph!
It was the second time Dizzy had broken his own
world record as the oldest wing-walker, first etched
21

in the Guinness Book of Records in 1996, then again
the following year.
—————–––—————

In 1999, Tina Turner, 60-years-old superstar
entertainer and a grandmother, insured her whole
body for US$6 million.
The breakdown:
1)
2)
3)
4)

Tina’s chest – US$750,000.
Trademark voice – US$3 million.
Face and luscious lips – US$750,000.
Fabulous strutting legs – US$1.5 million.

A spokesman for the entertainer says, “Tina is one
of the most valuable commodities in showbiz and
she is worth her weight in gold!”
—————–––—————
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“Most people are content to live out an animal sort
of existence; they do not live at all, in the broadest
sense of the term. They are content to inhale and
exhale, eat and sleep and apply themselves to the
routine necessities of life, day in and day out until
they pass on.”
- Dr. Sidney Newton Bremer
————— ✡ —————

“The average man does not know what to do with
his life, yet wants another one which will last
forever.”
- Anatole France
————— ✡ —————

“Some people grow old but never grow up.”
- Billi Lim
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AIN’T LIFE AMAZING!
Even The Dead Can
Speed
Dead man blamed for speeding fines
Canberra : A dead man has been blamed
for hundreds of speeding offences in Australia in
what police believe is a major fraud designed to
help motorists avoid traffic fines.
Police in Sydney said 240 people were under
investigation over the speeding scam, where
hundreds of motorists blamed either the same dead
man, or a person living in another state, for driving
their cars at the time of the speeding offences.
The police investigation found hundreds of
people named the same man from Sydney’s west,
who died five years ago, as the person who was
driving their vehicle when it was speeding.
The police investigation follows publicity
given to retired Federal Court judge Marcus Einfeld
who avoided a A$77 (US$61)
speeding fine when he named a
dead woman as driving his car at
the time.
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Readers Can Share With Us
It is our pleasure to hear your reactions
to stories in this book. Please let us know what
your favorite stories or quotations were and
how they affected you.
Some of the materials in our Dare To
Fail PocketBook were contributed by readers
like you who read our earlier releases. We also
invite you to send inspiring or impactful
stories, quotations and poems which you wrote
or have been written by others, and would like
to see it/them published in future editions of
the Dare To Fail PocketBook. Credit will be
given to the owner of the source materials.
You can send then by post, fax or
through email or access our website at
www.daretofail.com.
For speaking and training engagements,
do contact us directly.
We hope you enjoy reading this book as
much as we enjoyed researching, compiling,
editing and writing it.
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The Dare To Fail PocketBook was born
out of the need for people to realize the harsh
realities of life.
Many of life’s great lessons can be learned
through hard knocks or soft touches. Some of us
may need to get our fingers burned while others
would just need to take a leaf or a pad to realize
their follies.
Be it a gentle nudge or a jolt to reality, we
can either learn from our own mistakes or that of
others. This booklet intends to help the readers
avoid the high price that they have to pay if they
were to learn from their own harsh experiences.
Should you find any printing error ... please consider that
it was intended. Our PocketBook is for everybody, and is
also for those who always only search for mistakes.
The Editor
Copyright©2007 Hardknocks Factory Sdn Bhd
Hardcover ISBN 978-983-3948-06-2
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How To Benefit From This
PocketBook
The goal of our Dare To Fail
PocketBook Series is to open the heart and
rekindle the spirit. And to show what some
claim to be impossible had been done by
others.
Those who are challenged by what life
has brought should realize that losing does not
mean that they have failed. In reality, it is
those who have never tried who have failed.
The contents, stories in particular, are
highly condensed. We recognize that people
nowadays have not much time to read. Some
readers may finish reading a PocketBook in 20
minutes. That’s OK. But you can also read it
slowly and with a purpose. Absorb the
goodness and the wisdom found in each story,
quote or poem. Take action. Carry the
PocketBook with you all the time, and share it
with others. (Our DTF PocketBook is
circulated to a world-wide audience).

